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disgrace and as a prisoner. In his extremity Amanullah
now turned to the erstwhile commander-in-chief and
begged his assistance. Nadir Shah was sufficiently
a patriot, and an Afghan, not to refuse, even though
the military dispositions which were made were
entirely contrary to his views and his teachings.
With but a small body of troops and an insufficiency
of ammunition, Nadir Shah was accorded the Khost
command, and it is noteworthy that this was the only
one which reaped success. Fighting on the other
fronts the war was not successfully waged for the
Afghan cause, and it was upon the military successes
of Nadir Khan, who led his forces where the military
strategists said that none could go, that was founded
the Afghan Treaty, negotiated at Rawalpindi, which
was so highly satisfactory to Afghan aims and ideals.
Again out of adversity Nadir Shah found ad-
vancement, for though he had little liking for him,
Amanullah could not do less than make him Minister
for War after his victories on the Khost front. But
Nadir was not meant for the exotic Court life of
a ruler such as Amanullah. He was for the plain
and unadorned, and his speech was stripped bare of
courtly platitudes, or of appeals to emotionalism or
easy-sounding falsities. He was the soldier who had
to be accepted on his merits, and who was to be
received on these terms and none other. He was
without personal ambition outside his military career,
and he was the reverse to self-assertive, but on
matters military he could be dogmatic.
Amanullah, having wrested a highly satisfactory
treaty from the British, and having sustained in full